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ABSTRACT

In 2018, the State Council of China issued the Pilot Work Programme for the Construction of
Zero Waste Cities, hoping to minimize the impact of solid waste on the environment by
promoting the formation of a green mode of development and lifestyle, advancing the reduction
of solid waste and resource utilization, and minimizing the amount of solid waste landfilled. On
this basis, the Ministry of Ecology and Environment and 18 other departments jointly issued the
"Working Programme for the Construction of Zero Waste Cities in the 14th Five-Year Plan
Period" in 2021 to further promote the construction of zero waste cities in China. In the process
of building zero waste cities, the waste treatment industry's commitment to social responsibility
plays an important role in the resourceful utilisation of solid waste. Since the improvement of
solid waste resource utilisation is the core of waste reduction, companies must seek advances in
resource utilisation technology and harmless treatment technology in order to better assume their
social responsibility. From the current research literature, CSR plays an important role in
motivating firms' stakeholders and reshaping firms' strategies (Wang et al., 2016), and in
particular, CSR promotes firms' R&D and innovation (Gallego-Alvarez et al., 2011), which leads
to corresponding competitive advantages. Then, the R&D of firms can only truly improve the
resource utilisation of solid waste and at the same time enhance the performance of firms after
promoting their technological advancement. Existing literature also supports the positive
relationship between CSR and financial performance (Yousefan et al., 2023) and between R&D
activities and firms' technological progress (Roszko-Wojtowicz et al., 2019). However, from the
current literature, there is a lack of research on the relationship between CSR, firms' R&D
investment and technological progress in China's solid waste treatment industry.
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